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Nau mai ans e taku hodl

Wow! Times are unstable at the moment with COVID-19 mo|<in9 another

appearance on  our shores. Anxiefy levels are running |'1i9|'1 for whanau and students.
The uncertainty of what is around the corner has everyone |ivin9 inanticipation of
what is to come. However, we have learnt many new Things about ourselves and
our students during this time and what we are copobie of, and I hope this letter

Provides the oPPorTuniTy for you to reflect, celebrate and |o|on.

As educators it is our responsibiii’ry to ensure that students feel secure in their
surroundings. This may mean that you need to s’roP and reflect more on your
proc’rice and re—evaluate your Teocning o|o|orooci1. For those of you who may find
this cno”enging, remember ... feocning consfon’riy cho”enges us and demands that we
continue to cnonge and cieve|0|o our craft. So, how do you Purposefu”y reflect on

your Proc’rice?

Reflection Pioys an impor’romL role in student |eornin8 and should be an in’regroi Por’r
of your ’reocning and |eornin9 programme too. It should occur no’ruro”y, but also be
P|onned for. At this time of the year, you will be co||ecﬂn9 and curo’ring evidence
to include in your feocning Porhooiio — your reflections and those of your students
Provide Sreo’r evidence to demonstrate your own deve|opmen’r as a teacher. If you

have been observed recenﬂy, take the time to reflect on the feedback. VWhether

you received verbal and/or written feedback, make the most of the experience by

receiving it, reﬂecﬂng on it, and using it to grow and deveiop as a teacher.
Here are some possib|e ways of deePening your reflective proc’rice:

1. Deiiberofeiy create an area in your Pionning sPeciFico”y for your reflections.
After ’reocning a lesson or a unit of work, reflect and write your ’rnougn’rs in
that area. Look back on what you did and decide on how you mign’r improve
it in the future. Pernops next time you wont talk as much when ins’rrucﬁng
your students, or moybe you need to design your |eornin9 space better to allow
dif ferent wor|<in8 areas for students. VWhatever you decide, your reflection

should show how your Procﬁce is evo|vin9.

2. If being observed, ask your co||ec19ue to write a few focus quesfions based on

what you are being observed on. Afterwards, orgonise a time to sit ’rogefner
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and discuss the ques’rions. Allow them the oPPor’runi’ry to share what ’rhey noticed
about you, your students and your classroom as ’rhey observed you. This is
Powemcu| because it Sives you information you may not have Though’r about, and

9e‘rs you ﬂwinking more cri’rico”y about you and your Teoching Proc‘rice.

3. As Por’r of your '|e0rnin9 focused culture’, create space for student feedback and

inPu’r. Seek it out, ask for it, and allow students to reflect with you on what
They are |ecrnin9. This fosters mutual trust and respect. Seek out their oPinions
and ideas so you understand their Perspecﬂve. Take the time to reflect on what
’rhey share, as this is valuable information. Whether it be Through a formal

survey usinS Goog|e Forms, or simP|>/ ‘rc1||<in9 with a small group of students at

the end of the dcy, reﬂecﬂng on student feedback is seeing yourseH? Through

their eyes.

E |<ore, we are almost at the end of another term. It's been fough for everyone,
but now would be a good time to look back on what the year has Toughf you,
and to P|on for what is ahead. Schedule reflection time into your programme in the
coming weeks and record these and use in your P|onnin9 for term L Keep |eornin9

and regis’rer for the uPcoming Ako Panuku Hui G-=Tau to ensure you continue to

deve|0|o your craft.
Kia manawaroa e hoa, kia manawa Pihorou! Oh, and don't Forge’r ... breathe!

Atu i konei

P.S. Click to read my first letter and second letter.
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https://www.akopanuku.tki.org.nz/pumanawa/our-standards/learning-focused-culture/
https://www.google.com/forms/about/
https://akopanuku.tki.org.nz/hui-a-tau-2020/
https://akopanuku.tki.org.nz/assets/ResourceFiles/Ako-Panuku-Letter-from-a-Kaiako-2.pdf
https://www.akopanuku.tki.org.nz/assets/ResourceFiles/Ako-Panuku-Letter-from-a-Kaiako-1.pdf

